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Preference of the Dispute Resolution in the Chinese Countryside
SHENGMing-ming' , WANG Yu-hua’

(1 Schod o Government Management , Peking University , Bdjing 100871 ;
2 Department d Pdlitics, Michigan University, U. S. A)

Abstract : Development theory hypotheszes that the higher level of ecoromic development a region is, the nore
likely the individuas prefer the formal legd ingitutions in reolving their digoutes. Drawvn from a national survey
conducted by the Research Center of Contenporary China at Peking Univerdty , this pgper sets forth to teg this
hypothess in the context of China s countryside. The analys's showsfird that cogt concern, legd knowledge , and
traditions are main obgaclesfor people usng the forma legd inditutions. Examining the rura peoplé sinditutional
preferences when they have ecoromic digutes, datigica andyss reveds: 1) economic growth rate, rather than
level of economic development |, is conducive to the consolidation of formd legd inditutions; 2) the margnd effect
o ecoromic development turns negative &ter crossing a certain threshold; 3) one who gets nore involved in market
activities, isnore likdy to use court to lve his digutes; however , this relationship disgppears dter controlling for
anount of legd irformetion he has.

Key words: development theory ; formd legd ingitution; digpute resolution; inditutiond preference



